Mid-State

TECHNICAL COLLEGE Enrollment Services

L ing For Li
earning For Life 500 32nd Street North

Wisconsin Rapids, Wi 54494-5599

715-422-5500 FAX 715-422-5545
April 13, 1999

The State of Wisconsin

Joint Committee on Finance
Madison WI 53707

Dear Review Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to acknowledge support of the Governor’s proposed 6% increase
in the UW Wisconsin Higher Education Grant, WTCS Wisconsin Higher Education Grant, and
the Wisconsin Tuition Grant categories. Along with these increases is a recommendation for
change in statutory language to allow movement to one Wisconsin Higher Education Grant
award formula for both independent and dependent student populations.

As a member of the Wisconsin Higher Educational Aids Board, I can attest to the support of the
University of Wisconsin System, the Wisconsin Technical College System, and the HEAB Board
Members in support of the two above recommendations. These are positive steps in attempting
to meet the needs of Wisconsin residents. :

The total cost of education continues to rise, yet federal assistance in grant dollars has not kept
pace. As financial aid officers, we see students borrowing greater amounts to finance their
college education and to cover living expenses and child care costs.

The UW System and the Wisconsin Technical College System are developing respective
formulas to try to address the unmet financial need of students with the Wisconsin Higher
Education Grant dollars. The proposed 6% increase is a starting point to reach those needs,

In closing, I appreciate the continued support of State Government in providing higher education
opportunities for Wisconsin residents in order to ensure education without burdensome debt. I

encourage you to recognize the need for an ongoing commitment of resources to the State Grant
Programs.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Financial Aid Supervisor

.  Dr. Brian G. Oehler, President .-~
" Equal Opportunity/Affimative Action
Educator and Employer

- www.midstate.tec. wi.us




University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point

Student Government Association
( Ass 715-346-
Angie Gonzalez, Legislative [ssues Director FAX: 715-346-3;2;

H}?/’. /3

Good morning Joint Finance Committee,

My name is Angie Gonzalez and | am the Legislative Issues Director for
the Student Government Association at UW-Stevens Point. | am a first year
senior looking to graduate next spring. As | look around at my classmates
around me, | see too many of them needing to work, not spending enough time
becoming involved in campus activities, always worrying where next semester’s
tuition will come from. In a way, | feel we have been cheated. While we receive
a quality education here at UWSP, there are many who cannot participate in
other activities that are necessary and valuable to. our college experience. | say
this to you, our elected officials, because we are looking to you to help restore
campus involvement by increasing the amount of financial aid in the form of
grants. This would enable our students throughout the state to receive the
money they need and not work as many hours.

In the 1999-2001 biennium, the Governor’s proposed budget level-funded
two very important grant programs — the TIP (Talent Incentive Program) and the
Lawton Grant. An increase of 6% is the minimal amount necessary to provide
appropriate access for students throughout the UW-System. We also need to
maintain the 6% increase of the Wisconsin Higher Education Grant.

In 1998, the average UW-System student graduated with $14,201, 56% of
all UW students received financial aid and 70% of that financial aid was in the
form of loans. This high debt needs to end. | urge you to provide the 6%
increases in grant programs and help future graduates lower their debt. Itis
imperative that we take a strong stand now, before students have to work more
hours instead of class, or worse yet, drop out of school. Access to higher public
education must be preserved — not in the form of loans, but in the form of state
grants. ‘

In closing, | thank you for coming to Stevens Point. Other students will
come in front of you today to speak on tuition flexibility, or continuing
appropriations, Plan 2008, Academic and Career Advising, and faculty pay
increase. They speak on behalf of students and our message is united: Keep
the quality of the UW System affordable and accessible.

Thank you for your time. ‘

9 VA ATy
a7,

Campus Activities Complex - Box 72, UWSP, Stevens Point, WI 54481




April 13, 1999

Joint Finance Committee,

I am currently a senior at the University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point. I am also work
three jobs on the side to help me pay my way through school. I have only one major
complaint about the UW system; tuition continues to rise without regard to the effect it
has on the students that are obligated to pay for an education.

Financial aid seems to be the answer to everyone's tuition complaints, yet it caters to only
a small portion of the students. In my situation, my family's income deters me from
receiving sufficient financial aid without regards to the fact that my family lives in a city
with a much higher standard of living and property tax. I am an out of state student and
tuition is already more than twice the amount of residents. I cannot afford to pay this on
my own without help from my family (that has six college students), but the system feels
that since they make over a certain amount of money, they are obligated to pay for me
until I am 23. T am unable to receive sufficient financial aid or even work study,
therefore I must take out more and more loans with higher and higher interest rates. I am
a student, I should not have to also work a full time job in order to make ends meet!

There are thousands of students out there in situations similar or worse than mine. I feel
that raising the tuition is deterring many brilliant minds from receiving a higher education
and by continuing to raise tuition is to support a decreasing knowledge base of our
society and thus a decreasing economy!

EDUCATION IS A RIGHT NOT A PRIVELAGE!

Please take this into consideration,

Kathleen Janaes
College of Natural Resources and
Biology undergraduate student
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University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

Student Government Association Stevens Point, Wl 54481-3897 (715) 346-4592
Senator, College of Letters & Science

April 11, 1999
Dear Joint Finance Committee Members:

My name is Jeremy Ames, and I am a second year student here at UW-Stevens Point. I
am also a representative of the Student Government Association. 1 grew up near

La Crosse in a working-class family. I am able to fund my college education with a
combination of private scholarships, federal loans, grants, and work-study; income from
my summer job, and support from my family. Like many other students here, I wouldn’t
be able to afford to attend college if not for the UW-System..

At this University and throughout the UW-System, students are working longer hours to
pay for tuition, which continues to increase faster than inflation. Many of those students
have families to support as well. Each significant increase in tuition makes a college
education unattainable to an ever increasing number of students.

When deciding on the budget for the UW-System, please support initiatives such as Plan
2008, Academic and Career Advising, Libraries, and Faculty Pay Raises with GPR
dollars. Please remove the Governor’s initiative that would take tuition flexibility away
from elected officials like yourselves, and give it to unelected officials in the Board of
Regents. Only with continued state support, and a commitment to keeping tuition low,
can the UW-System maintain its current level of excellence. A strong UW-System is
good for students, and good for the state’s economy.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Ames

132 Knutzen Hall
Stevens Point WI 54481




Joint Finance Committee, 5 April 1999

I am writing in regards to the biennial budget, specifically about the proposal for
tuition flexibility. Currently I am a second year student at UW-Stevens Point. I am
concerned that tuition flexibility would hurt many low to middle income students such as
myself. By giving full deciding power to an un-elected body such as the Board of
Regents we create a high risk of having tuition rise to a level where many students would
not be able to keep up, especially when there is no increase in grant funding. 1
appreciate the low cost of a Wisconsin public higher education. I can not afford to pay
more tuition. Already I have 2 jobs, one as an Army Reservist with the 452" CSH in
Milwaukee, and an on campus job. If tuition is allowed to go unchecked by students and
legislators, I am afraid it would raise to a level which I would no longer be able to afford.
Please re-evaluate tuition flexibility and pull it from the budget proposal.

Since;ely,

Elizabeth Mauritz
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund .
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ‘
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
‘backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% o
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System. must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. -

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at’5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ,
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. '
Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% :
‘The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. v
Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!
We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
. Is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the

backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% :
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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| FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% - ’
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million B

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2% '

Maintain current funding for libraries ~

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% '
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

i Signature Print name _ Address Phone Number
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FIGH! TFOR STUDENT ISSUES!
- We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that

the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% '
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number

¥o( 22,\.‘.2_:6 - Aog 1\s SL/’Z "/?7(0
,, S _ Ocott Lauw \61\‘('4 COK@?I_ NS IR IS9%

A’ . ) A+ S Prare wi )
. :_\(\(\WWN\ QN\LUCGJ Sancen Seandt  a%se Plager S0 D S CNs) 343- 0850

= A A
SN0

=<

7 \F L :
e == Kot BarealM/ :wﬁ-(b/z%eﬂve 7IE -343 (< A%
=]

Lo ) L PR o : > : (T=" o St
St / (i J P2 SUrGr - 3300 Bauaih wkd Wausoss it NHD T ONS~Tn

RPN e - Sfa ]
"l d % Jeremy Holtlhsen 1105 Rriyge SA T34/ 5- 050 F
' Lrent Kotbe (708 Lowbiin S»  B4I~(85°6

Q@nm%%m \X"\(\,C\ MinNKe 15}560’(@00 Ave 78 399 ~4¢ Sy

Wa ﬁmﬂ Jackie Neuriowl 304 Lhutzen Hall 115 - 34l - 3628
: 7/%, /1/47744'«) M}LKEE 1532 5% 4ve #5, Shovens Bt T15-392-420€

/JM /}{’/2/77?6’/ Lors /%gza/a LT Losbge sre S-S5 -757

/ L) e £, JEFF Koen SO/ AL EHT SpAn, ALE 407 2073 ¢ 7/ -34S —ovs Y

Vodiwe Lhulz  jio tovdinn 215 $¢6-2361

. & < : iy R - i i !' ,} if ey ‘”,i‘ 7
P i L T Sain (D VAR 0730 (AT ﬂwziwg‘? e S /
{

Vi CRublr JosbinEButhles 728 Digisint Steenfast  7(0-3t2-472a

Ykt d Lot Fi b ph Dbuste 232 (s oeni Pt T/5-3Y3-0433




FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs: '

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ,
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. ‘
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million ‘

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ' ,
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. '

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2% ‘

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

. Minority Grant 6% ,

The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. '

Signature Print name _ Address ‘ Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin ~ Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.
Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!
We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:
: Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. o

Signature __Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ' '
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES! _

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton
Minority Grant 6%

The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality

of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ‘
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. "

: Signature Print name Address Phone Number
i S DeenSpdhe 2000 ulbsg 2059359939
/—\Ox& ’Sesme Ld LAt Mo S (e 242 \Lbsk

B’i@&j&e&h e Y Chloadechndn 2205t Aed 0 293- 9452

ARG (aorg magy Baazzi  \500 fraklin Sheeet 203005 3

Do [l " Frin farney 704 yineend & 345 €8
ly SBeoen 16394 Lol 3IRIDTES

\Dz.ae Thoe—  Toge Caglel o 600 Gl “ec,é) i~ ?S‘OQ
% %W Tate Moarensen MG M.«Ne:.,, 1 342 - 0524

__Jeson Langmeer 224 Division X as 342 -8]17
Melissa VandewYewsel 1208 Wisemsmsy, 395-2 9 |
Gina Franeese W7 Heer fHzil/ Pl-215S
&ca.dis) R Raauullee M3 Banry, ) /S - 253-39S¢
(asey  Gok (43 [actee, poff  396-3570

, < Ke H\/ el ez b o 2902 g tso 348 -6 %o
\ZJM. /\> HsnSch 333 Ao, .t 3¢43-1) 07
’;;’A:y/f }f\;t&f [m\ .gﬂ '&\’L\ : Gl pm\’; < il 396 - S€H9

ﬁ@wum D\J{P&éham‘f' (Aduoa See @At 241 Hangen Hail 346 -3
DX/)\(L’;Q l(oﬂmaf_d)—m i Roberto }Qun\ahsbﬁrofﬂ Q07 Phoy Sims 3Y(-STS
< v )




’

FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Facuity Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% _
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.
Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name _Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs: :

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries v

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% :
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive

~ full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. ' '

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries ,

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. ‘

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget.. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries :

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% , -
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget. -
Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES! .

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% '
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

| Si nature _ Print name Address . Phone Number
7%/_/5 /% Nihls D gdoll 595 Stie bll  F95-2559

. J ‘ R , ) ! i i
CQ\/LU\ dwzn\pﬁ)m Cneis ML | edeiee ?&3){\/@? Hall 414
f’j;m -:’i«.}.a}wm Doe el T Witwan Y22 iz s Y6 -3359
Gor Sp. el Sickior  3nius™ femy 242- 15 ba
ﬂ m—— T ost /({Azm 2L Hanse She 396 - 33,5

'mmﬁmm{ Kelly Dlack Y Bald o, 3, UG




i

FIGH, T FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% '
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.
Signature Print name Address _ Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it.
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% ‘ '
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES! .

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries ‘

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature . Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6% .
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

dt Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quallty
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Signature Print name Address Phone Number
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FIGHT FOR STUDENT ISSUES!

We, the undersigned of the University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point, declare that
the State of Wisconsin must make higher public education a top priority in the
1999-2001 Biennial Budget. We express concern over the proposed budget
inclusion of tuition flexibility. This initiative shifts power to set and maintain tuition
from the elected state legislature to the un-elected Board of Regents. This
initiative MUST BE REMOVED from the budget. We, as students, also realize it
is imperative that programs for the UW-System CANNOT be funded on the
backs of students. Therefore, we also urge the State of Wisconsin to fully fund
the UW-System requests for the following programs:

Plan 2008 at $6.9 million

Career and Academic Advising at $5 million

Faculty Pay-raise at 5.2%

Maintain current funding for libraries

Ensure 6% increase for Wisconsin Higher Education and increase Lawton

Minority Grant 6%
The UW-System cannot be funded through tuition dollars. However, the quality
of education cannot be compensated. Therefore, the UW-System must receive
full funding in the 1999-2001 Biennial Budget.

Si Print name Address Phone Number
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN : Mailing Address:

122 South Hall, 410 S. Third Street
RI ‘ ER F ALLS : River Falls, WI 54022
Office of Financial Assistance .
Telephone: (715) 425-3141/3271

FAX: (715) 425-0708
Email : david.b.woodward@uwrf.edu

Statement to the Joint Committee on Finance
April 14, 1999 — Osceola, WI

My name is David Woodward and I am the Director of Financial Aid at the University of Wisconsin — River Falls. I
am here today to speak in favor of the governor’s budget proposal to increase the Wisconsin Higher Education
Grant (WHEG) by 6%, in each of the next two years of the biennial budget. I know that my allotted time is short;
therefore, I will be brief.

Since the 1992-93 school year there has been a dramatic shift in the financial aid that schools across the state of
Wisconsin have been able to offer students to pay for their education. As the chart on the reverse side shows for the
University of Wisconsin - River Falls the loan volume has more than doubled. The amount of Federal Pell Grant
decreased significantly through 1995-96 and has begun a slight rebound with increases in the maximum annual
award over the past three years. WHEG Grant has fluctuated over the last six years but has remained relatively

constant.

This trend in increased loan volume is disturbing. About 2/3 of the students attending UW-River Falls borrow to
finance their education. Average indebtedness for students attending UW-River Falls has risen to approximately
$12,500. Many students have been forced to work off campus during the school year to finance their education —
others have made the choice to postpone seeking an education.

The federal government has made attempts to increase the level of Federal Pell Grant funding with moderate
success. In 1998-99 the maximum award increased by $300 and the award will increase by another $125 in 1999-
00. These increases are helpful to students and yet they fall short of the authorized levels set by Congress.
Hopefully the trend in Pell Grant increases will continue.

Your support for the continued funding of the state grant program is appreciated. A 6% increase in WHEG grant
funding for each of the next two years would be a large step in helping to offset the heavier reliance on loans for all
students. The most needy students (those that receive grant funding) are not immune from using loans to finance
their education and would benefit the most from the increase grant funding — both at the federal and state levels.

Thank you for allowing my testimony to be entered into your deliberations.

Respectfully submitted,

David B. Woodward
Director of Financial Aid
University of Wisconsin - River Falls
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University of Wisconsin - River Falls
Financial Aid Program Comparisons
1992-93 through 1998-99

Loan Volume
M Federal Pell Grant
OWHEG

93-94 | 94-95 95-96 96-97 97-98 98-99

Loan Volume

. $4,603,937

$7,477,761 $8,747,343 $9,564,060 | $10,301,198 | $10,758,981 | $10,527,037

B Federal Pell Grant

$2,786,516

$2,192,978 $2,060,680 $1,914,507 $1,945,397 $2,054,469 $2,356,967

OWHEG

$465,339

$485,465 $550,663 $488,563 $602,848 $544,276 $585,831

Prepared by David Woodward 4/13/99
Director of Financial Aid
UW-River Falls _ummm 1




PREPARED TESTIMONY
FOR THE
JOINT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
APRIL 14, 1999

DAVID LOGGHE
BOARD MEMBER
WISCONSIN INDIANHEAD TECHNICAL COLLEGE

OVERVIEW OF COLLEGE -

Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College (WITC) is the largest geographic
district in the 16 technical college system. Located in northwestern
Wisconsin (see map), we cover an area that is larger than eight states in
the USA. We operate four campuses located in the population centers in
the region. Two campuses in the north, at Superior and Ashland, and
two campuses in the south at New Richmond and Rice Lake. Our
administrative office is located in Shell Lake, Wisconsin. Our population ...
is sparse — averaging 24 people per square mile. The state average is over
80 people per square mile. Providing educational services to our citizens
effectively and efficiently in this sparsely populated region is always an
on-going concern.

ENROLLMENTS v
During the 1997-98 school year WITC provided educational services to
the following number of students:

Associate Degree Programs 2908 students
Vocational Diploma Programs 1794
Total Post-Secondary Program 4702 students (4604 unduplicated)

Basic Education Programming 2316 students
(Adult Basic Education,
Remediation, GED, HSED)

Adult Continuing Education
e Aidable Courses 18,990 students

e Non-aidable Courses 581
19,571 students (19,425 unduplicated)

Total Number of Unduplicatéd :
Students Served 24,869

During the 1997-98 school year one in ten citizens took courses from
WITC.




-David Logghe page 2
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WORK WITH BUSINESS /INDUSTRY

During the 1997-98 school year, WITC contracted with 127 businesses in
the region. Over 2,600 employees were served. Technical assistance
contracts were signed with 28 companies. Contract volume totaled
$330,000. With 60% of the current school year completed, contract
volume already exceeds $400,000.

STATE SUPPORT TO THE COLLEGE

The attached table clearly indicates that state support to WITC has
eroded. In the last eight years, state aids to WITC have gone up only
$291,000. To make up for the loss in state aids the college has increased
its tax levy by $6,412,000.

During the eight year period WITC had to increase its property taxes by
$22 to secure an additional $1.00 in state aid. These additional taxes
come from citizens whose per capita income is significantly below the
state average.

As a WITC Board member, I ask that the state stop eroding its support
for our college. The state should view its support for the college as an
investment with an excellent rate of return. Over 75% of the graduates
that we train work and live and pay taxes in Wisconsin.

I ask that you increase state aid by 4.4% in the first year of the biennium
budget and 4.8% in the second year. '

D\TESTIMONY FOR JOINT FINANCE\4-14-99bh
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SGA position on the 1999-2001 Biennial budget

Whereas: The UW-System is the engine that drives the state’s economy; and

Whereas: state support for the UW-System haé dwindled in the last 10 yéars;
and

Whereas: decreasing state support for the UW-System has resulted in high and
increasing costs of tuition; and

Whereas: the Governor’s proposed budget includes a clause which gives the
Board of Regents full power over setting and spending tuition dollars; and

Whereas: the Board of Regents is the governing body of the UW-System; and

Whereas: the Board of Regents is undemocratically appointed by the Governor;
and

Whereas: the Student Government Association of the UW-Stevens Point passed
a resolution stating the Board of Regents is “fundamentally unaccountable to the
students and workers of the UW-System, and to the general population of
Wisconsin”; and

Whereas: the Plan 2008 received 10% of requested funds in the Governor’s
proposed budget; and

Whereas: funds are needed for the Plan 2008 initiative to provide scholarships,
pre-college programs and other programs to make the UW-System campus more
diverse in the student and faculty populations; and

Whereas: the academic and career advising initiative received only $2.5 million
of the UW-System’s budget request in the Governor's proposal, $2 million of
which comes from tuition dollars; and :

Whereas: better advising would lead to sooner credits-toward-graduation and
shorten the time-to-graduation for students in the UW-System; and

Whereas: better advising would also enable transfer students to better plan their
credits; and

Whereas: the UW-System library request received $7.3 million out of $12 million:
and

Whereas: this is the first increase in library funding in the past ten years; and
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Whereas: the faculty pay-raise last biennium was totally funded by tuition dollars;
and ~ :

Whereas: it is necessary to maintain the quality of faculty in the UW-System; and
Whereas: students cannot continue to pay the wages of state employees.

Therefore Be it Resolved: that the Student Government Association of UWSP
strongly urges the Joint Finance Committee to remove tuition flexibility from the
Governor's proposed budget; and

Be it Further Resolved: that we also strongly urge the Joint Finance Committee
to fully fund the Plan 2008 UW-System initiative at $6.9 million; and

Be it Further Resolved: that we strongly urge the Joint Finance Committee to

fully fund the UW-System budget request for academic and career advising at $5
million; and '

Be it Further Resolved: that we strongly urge the Joint Finance Committee to

maintain the level of funding as stated in the Governor’s proposed budget for the
UW-System Libraries; and

Be it Finally Resolved: we strongly urge the Joint Finance Committee to fund
the faculty pay-raise through new GPR dollars and not through tuition increases.

Authors:
The Legislative Issues Committee




To: Joint Finance Committee

From: Richard Gibson
Graduate Student at UW-Madiso
225 E. Lakelawn PI. '
Madison, WI 53703

RE: Higher Education Funding

I want to address the issue of higher education funding in the upcoming state budget.
Over the past decade, the legislature has decreased the percentage of the UW’s budget that it has
directly paid for. At the same time, tuition hikes have consistently been close to double the rate
of inflation. This shift in priority has placed an increasingly difficult burden on students and

their parents. Ifeel that the state’s decreasing interest in funding the UW System is short-
sighted.

One of the primary reasons that Wisconsin has been a prosperous and industrious state is
because of the relatively high educational attainment of its citizens. College graduates and those
with some college education have been able to lead Wisconsin with innovation and a high level
of productivity. Beyond this, an educated society is a civil society. As the state shows less
concern for maintaining the edge that Wisconsin has over many states in educational attainment,
the advantaged position that its citizens have over others has been slowly eroding. High and
increasing tuition in a good economy makes the choice of forgoing current earnings for future
benefits more difficult. This is especially true for middle and lower-middle class students who
do not have access to financial aid to cover their educational expenses. These students and
poorer students are exactly the students that the public universities of the state of Wisconsin need
to serve. Remember that education is the great equalizer in our society.

In recent years, other state schools such as Virginia and Oregon have begun to actually
lower tuition for in-state residents. The legislators in these states have realized that opening
access to more students is not only good for those students, but also for the longer-term economic
and social health of their states. I hope that you as leaders of Wisconsin would follow the lead of
these forward-thinking legislatures and consider using some of the budget surplus for an
increased commitment to higher education as opposed to just the short-term gratification of
temporary lower taxes. Please remember our state motto - forward.




Hello, my name is Tina Riley and I am from the Racine Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse. I feel it
would be a negative blow to the community if you fail to realize the importance that Prevention has in our
community. As some of you may know, our School Board Referendum didn’t pass, therefore there is going
to be several dollars needed in oﬁer to provide quality education for our young people. Knowing that there
will be a lack of dollars. It is essn;:nﬁal that we provide quality services to the people who most need them.
And in many cases these people are those least vocal/politically active & quite honestly those who live in

the minority community. So I am asking you to rethink the cuts.

,




